The Bloody Assize
and had, unfortunately for himself, been taught to read.
When Monmouth's proclamation was posted in Weymouth
some people asked him to read it to them, which the boy did.
This was his crime, and Jeffreys ordered that he too should
be whipped through all the market towns in Dorsetshire, and
the punishment at Dorchester commenced forthwith.
The jailer seems to have operated on the lad with some
leniency, upon which the Rev. Mr Blanchard, a clergyman
of the Church of England, expostulated with him and said
he would " do his business with him with the Lord Chief
Justice for shamming his sentence in not whipping the boy
half enought," This he probably did, for orders came that
the boy should be whipped again next day, and this was
effectually done. He was then carted to Weymouth and
whipped there, when it is said he fell into a fever and his
punishment ended, but whether he recovered his health or
died in jail does not clearly appear.
John Tutchin who, indicted under the name of Thomas
Pitts, seems to have been acquitted of treason for want of
evidence, was brought before Jeffreys later on under his
proper name. Jeffreys boasted in his best Squeers manner
" that he was never so far outwitted by a young or old rogue
in his life," and growing furious at his legal inability to
sentence him to death as he was autrefois acquit, sentenced
him with deliberate joy to " Imprisonment for seven years,
and once a year to be whipped through all the market towns
of Dorsetshire; to be fined one hundred marks and find
security for his good behaviour during life."
Some Jadies in Court burst into tears at hearing of this
dreadful torture, and the judge called out to them, " Ladies,
if you did but know what a villain this is, as well as I do, you
would say that this sentence is not half enough for him."
Even the Clerk of Arraigns was moved to protest to the
judge, a brave thing to do, and tactfully mentioned to his
Lordship that seeing how very many market towns there
were in Dorset, this sentence really meant that-Tutchm
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